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stopped in their tracks
Hikers barred from entering Ayer Hitam Forest Reserve
By TAN KARR WEI
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HIKERS. at the Ayer Hitam
Forest Reservehad a rude
surprise when they were
denied entry by securityguards
stationed at the entrance last
Saturday.
ProcessspecialistMichaelSoong,
50, who lives in Bandar Puteri
Puchongand has been hiking in
the forestfor the pastfour years,
said it was the first time that he
hadencounteredsucha situation.
"My friendsand1werereadyfor
a weekendhike but were disap-
pointed because we were not
allowedin.
"I haveneverbeenstoppedfrom
entering the forest before but
. someof my friendshavetold me
that it happensevery now and
then.
"Manypeoplehikeasa formof
exercise and people who love
naturealsoenjoyit here.
"Many peoplealso bring their
familiesalongduringweekends.1
bring my children here:too," he
said.
. Somepeoplemay be unaware
thattheforestreserveis off limits
to the publicbecauseit hasbeen
gazetted as an education and
researchforest and accessto it
was upon permissiongrantedby
UniversitiPutraMalaysiaForestry
Faculty.
.Signboardshavebeenputup in
the forest reminding the public
that the areawas a forestreserve
and those enteringwithout per-
missioncould be fined not more
thanRMIO,OOO,threeyears'jail or
both.
Several jungle trekkers also
wrote in their blogsaboutbeing
stoppedby securityguardswhen
trying to enter the areaor being
cautionedwhentheytriedto.take
a dipatawaterfallin theforest.
Soongsaidthepublicshouldbe
allowedto usethe trail andques-
tionedwhy therewasa paintball
facilityin theforestif itwasmeant
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to bearesearchcentre.
According·to information frorr
the UPM ForestryFacultywebsite
the 1,248haforestwas underthe
jurisdiction of the SelangOI
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Spread out: A landing at the site offers a view of the Puchong township.
Popular: The trail at the Ayer Hitam Forest attracts a big crowd especially during weekends.
Scenic site attracts both
the old and the·young
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ForestryDepartment.
The S.elangor government
granted a SO-year lease to the
university in 1996for education,
research and extension in
Forestry.
Many hikers would enter the
forest throughan·openingat the
western border near·some sho-
plots in Taman Wawasan 5/1,
Puchong,whiletheofficialentrance
is at the easternborderin Taman
SaujanaPuchong.
BusinessmanKelvin Choo, 32,
said he lived nearthe forestand
would go/tothetherea few times
aweek.
"I usuallygo on weekendsand
alsoin the morningbeforeI go to
work.
"There are many people on
weekends.and many senior citi-
zens can be seenexercisinghere
duringweekdays.
''Thisareais beautifuland they
shouldallow the public to make
useof it.
"Theresidentswho usethe for-
estcanwork with the authorities
to protecttheforesttogether.
"I have seen groups of hikers
who pickuprubbishalongthetrail
when theygofor theirwalk,"said
Choo.
While regular hikers would
know the way in and out of the
forest,the trails are not marked
andtherewerecertainpartswhere
thepathbranchedout.
SerdangOCPDSuptAbdulRazak
Elias said the police receivedan
averageof one call a month from
peoplewho got lost iri the forest
while hiking.
He said while the number of
cases was not alarming, police
officershad to be despatched'to
the sceneto searchfor the lost
person.
"Sometimeswe evenhaveto fire
a flare.We usuallywork with the
fire department during these
searchoperations,"hesaid.
Kinrara assemblyman Teresa
Koksaidshewouldbeorganisinga
meetingwith theSelangorForestry
Department,UPM and hikers at
theforestonSundayto discussthe
issue.
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